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The  Rural  District  of  Strood,  Kent. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  cf  Health  for  the  Year  1940. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Strood  Rural  District  Council. 

Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  ihave  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
Nineteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
District  for  the  year  ended  December,  1940. 

The  contents  and  arrangements  are  based  on  the  Memorandum 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectoir,  under  Article  27, 
Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935,  is  embodied 
in  this  Report. 

It  will  be  noted  that  all  matter,  other  than  Vital  Statistics, 
tables  of  Infectious  Disease,  Causes  of  Death,  Examination  of 
Water  and  Milk  Supplies,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  Housing,  has 
been  omitted. 

Following  the  Tequiisition  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  by  the 
Military  Authorities  the  Institution  has  been  temporarily  closed 
for  the  reception  of  cases  of  infectious  disease.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  with  neighbouring  authorities  for  the  treatment  of  such 
cases. 

I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Council  for  con- 
tinued  interest  and  support. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  F.  MCDONNELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  Medical  Suferintendent,  Isolation  Hospital. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices,  Frindsbury,  Rochester. 


Sefte^nber ,  19^1. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (acres) — ^48,811  (31st  December,  1938). 

Population  (Census  1931) — 17,533- 
(Estimated  1941) — 17,140. 

Number  of  Inhaibued  houses  (3rst  March,  1941)  ...  5,219 

,,  ,,  New  houses  erected  year  ended  31st  March, 

194^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1931)  ...  4,069 

Rateable  value,  31st  March,  1941  ...  ...  ...  106, 02 5 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (1941)  ...  ...  ^^43^ 


Area 

(as  constituted  at 

Number  of 
Houses 
31st  March, 

Acreage 
(Land  and 
Inland 

Census, 

Population,  Estimated 

30th  June,  1935)- 

1941. 

Water). 

1921. 

1931- 

1939- 

Strood  R.D . 

5,284 

48,811 

18,512 

17,533 

18,230 

Civil  Parishes  : 

1  All  Hallows 

87 

2,385 

314 

329 

286 

2  Cliffe  . 

660 

5,669 

2,581 

2,161 

2,146 

3  Cobham  . 

284 

3,584 

983 

933 

970 

4  Cooling  . 

43 

2,077 

190 

182 

149 

5  Cuxton  . 

260 

2,240 

652 

628 

826 

6  Frindsbury  Extra 

712 

2,729 

2,740 

2,665 

2,553 

7  Hailing  . 

598 

1,851 

2,365 

2,173 

2,144 

8  Higham  . 

458 

3,075 

1,665 

1,595 

1,640 

9  High  Halstow  ... 

113 

2,946 

353 

418 

366 

10  Hoo  . 

625 

4.359 

2,079 

2,120 

2,166 

1 1  Isle  of  Grain 

III 

3,124 

897 

550 

502 

12  Luddesdown 

64 

1,995 

212 

212 

166 

13  Meopham  . 

663 

4.713 

1,464 

1. 491 

2,327 

14  St.  Mary  Hoo  ... 

75 

2,205 

298 

290 

270 

15  Shorne  . 

342 

3.228 

1,033 

1,146 

I, no 

16  Stoke  . 

189 

2,631 

686 

640 

609 

Vital  Statistics  of  the  District. 

Birth  Rate.  During  the  year  there  were  255  births,  equivalent 
to  an  annual  birth  rate  of  14.87  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula¬ 
tion.  This  is  a  decrease  of  .63  per  1,000  on  last  year. 

Infant  Mortality.  8  (no  iMegitimate)  deaths  occurred 
among  children  under  one  year  of  age,  which  is  equivalent  to  3 1 
per  1,000  births,  as  against  55  for  the  whole  country. 

Death  Rate.  The  general  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  papulation  is  14.35,  which  can  be  considered  satisfac¬ 
tory. 
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*(As  deaths  of  persons  serving  with  H.M.’s  Forces,  are  now 
allocated  to  their  area  of  residence  in  the  same  manner  as  civilian 
deaths  this  estimate  of  resident  population  should  be  used  for  the 
calculation  of  both  birth  and  death  rates.) 

M.  F. 


T-,.  .  »  Legitimate 

Births  j  Illegitimate 


[  Birth  Rate  (R.G.) — 14.87 


124  12 1 

5  5 

Deaths  .  129  117  Death  Rate  (R.G.) — 14.35 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child-birth  :  — 
From  Sepsis — Nil.  Other  causes — i. 

Death  of  Infants  under  one  year :  — 

Legitimate — 8.  Illegitimate^ — ^Nil.  Total — 8. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)— Nil. 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) — Nil. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)! — ^Nil. 


j  j 
)  > 


)  > 


>  J 


Stillbirths 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M. 

I 

I 


F. 

7 

7 


•General  Register  Office,  Somerset  House,  London,  W.C.2. 
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Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Anaylsis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality 
and  Case  rates  for  certain  Infectious  diseases  in  the  year  1940. 

(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 


England 
and  Wales 

126 

County 
Boro’s  and 
Great 

Towns  in¬ 
cluding 
London 

148 

Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Populations 
25,000  to 
50,000  at 

1931 

Census) 

London 

Administra¬ 

tive 

County 

*  Rates 

per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 

Births: — 

Live 

14.6 

j.6.0 

15-7 

13-7 

Still 

0.55 

0.64 

0.55 

0.44 

Deaths: — 

All  Causes 

14-3 

15.8 

12.8 

17.8 

Typhoid  and  1 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  fevers  ) 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.02 

Oi.02 

0.O'2 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.06 

0.07 

0.05 

o.oi 

Influenza 

0.32 

0.2Q 

0.30 

0. 18 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.0 1 

Deaths  under  i  year  of  age 

R 

55 

ates  per  1,00C 

61 

Live  Births 

54 

50 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis  under  2 

5.8 

years  of  age 

4.6 

5.9 

4.4 

Notifications: — 

♦Rates 

per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 

Enteric  fever 

0.07 

0.06 

0. 10 

0.06 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0.32 

0.33 

0.2Q 

0.28 

Scarlet  fever 

1.63 

1-53 

1-57 

0.82 

Whooping  Cough 

1-34 

i.2g 

1-35 

0.22 

Diphtheria 

1. 16 

I.2Q 

1. 21 

0.61 

Erysipelas 

0.33 

0.36 

0.30 

0.35 

Smallpox 

0.00 

— 

— 

Measles 

10.24 

Q.23 

9.99 

1.78 

Pneumonia 

1.20 

1.37 

1. 00 

0.87 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still). 

Maternal  Mortality:— 

(Excluding  Abortion) 
Puerperal  Infection 

(No.  147) 

Others 

Total 

0.52 

1.64  ■ 
2. 16 

1  Not  Avai 

able 

Notifications:— 

3-34 

Puerperal  fever  ) 

ii.Qb 

13-90 

9-73 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ) 

13-30 

including 

Puerperal 

F  ever. 

dash  ( — )  signifies  ithat  there  were  no  deaths, 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 


Nursing. 

Apart  from  the  Health  Visitors,  who  are  under  the  direct 
control  of  County  Council,  many  of  the  Parishes  engage  the  services 
of  a  District  Nurse.”  Her  salary  is  provided  by  voluntary  con¬ 
tributions — in  most  cases  she  is  a  trained  midwife. 


Midwives. 


This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council. 


Midwives  Employed  by  County  Council  :  Parishes  Served  ; 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Ross,  g,  Woodstock  Road,  Frindsbury  Extra. 
Strood. 

Mrs.  E  G.  Sheath,  St.  Clements,  Church  Cuxton  and  Hailing. 
Hill,  Cuxton. 


Midwives  Employed  by  District  Nursing 
Association  ; 


Parishes  Served  : 


E.  Backhouse,  Nurses  Cottage,  6,  High 
Street,  Cobham. 

M.  M.  Broad,  6,  Alexandra  Cottages,  High 
Street,  Hoo. 

J.  M.  Collie,  Clements  Reach,  Meopham. 

F.  ’A.  Leaman,  Stuartville,  School  Hill, 
Stoke  (Lower). 

S.  McGarvey,  Paddock,  London  Road, 
Mid  Higham,  Nr.  Rochester. 

A.  L.  Taylor,  5,  Irvine  Terrace,  Cliffe-at- 
Hoo. 


Cobham  (part),  Luddes- 
down,  Shorne. 

Hoo. 

Cobham  (Nursted  por¬ 
tion)  and  Meopham. 

All  Hallows,  Grain,  High 
Halstow,  Hoo  St.  Mary, 
Stoke. 

Higham. 

Cliffe  at  Hoo,  Cooling. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Health  Visiting. 

Health  Visitors  appointed  by  the  County  Council  work  in 
co-operation  with  us,  and  the  arrangements  made  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  for  the  general  administration  works  quite  satis¬ 
factorily.  Health  visiting  in  the  parishes  of  Cobham,  Cuxton, 
Hailing,  Luddesdown  and  Meopham  is  undertaken  by  Miss  K. 
Hart,  of  9,  Heath  Close  Road,  Dartford.  For  the  remaining  parishes 
the  Health  Visitor  is  Miss  M.  Maxted,  of  Fermaine,  Cliffe  Road, 
Strood. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  each  Parish. 


Parishes. 

Number 
of  Houses. 
31st  March, 
1941. 

Population 

(Estimated 

1939) 

Births  * 
(1940). 

Deaths  * 
(1940). 

Cases  of 
Infectious 
Fever. 

Allhallcws  ... 

87 

286 

0 

im 

4 

5 

Clift'e 

660 

2146 

29 

23 

9 

Cobham 

284 

970 

11 

10 

19 

Cooling  . 

43 

149 

1 

4 

4 

Cuxton 

260 

826 

17 

10 

1 

Frindsbury  extra  ... 

712 

2553 

8 

16 

30 

Hailing 

598 

2144 

35 

21 

16 

Higham 

458 

1640 

20 

17 

4 

High  Halstow 

113 

366 

6 

1 

1 

Hoo  ... 

625 

2166 

25 

22 

31 

Luddesdown 

64 

166 

3 

2 

— 

Meopham 

663 

2327 

19 

27 

35 

Isle  of  Grain 

111 

502 

7 

5 

5 

St.  Mary,  Hoo 

75 

270 

5 

0 

0 

3 

Shorne 

342 

1110 

9 

15 

6 

Stoke 

189 

609 

11 

5 

1 

Total 

5284 

18230 

208 

185 

t  189 

Stillbirtl^s  :  Actually  registered  in  the  area. 


tincluding  Military  Cases. 


Table  showing  the  numbers  of  cases  and  deaths  from  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtiheria  and  Enteric  Fever  since  1934:  — 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric 

Fever 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

1934 

no 

Nil 

15 

Nil 

5 

Nil 

1935 

40 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1936 

17 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

1937 

13 

Nil 

9 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1938 

54 

1 

50 

2 

1 

Nil 

1939 

46 

Nil 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1940 

30 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

1 

1 

Total 

310 

1 

103 

3 

9 

1 

8 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Number  of  cases  notified  ...  ...  ...  3^ 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Case  fatality  per  cent.  ...  ...  ■  ...  Nil. 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  ...  29 

Percentage  of  cases  removed  ...  ...  96.6% 

Diphtheria. 

Number  of  cases  notified  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Case  fatality  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Number  of  cases  removedi  to  Hospital  ...  2 

Percentage  of  cases  removed  ...  ...  100% 

Enteric  Fever. 

Number  of  cases  notified  ...  ...  ...  i 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Case  fatality  per  cent.  .  ...  100% 

% 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  ...  ,i 
Percentage  of  cases  removed  ...  ...  100% 

Small’  Pox. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


The  following  temporary  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
the  reception  and  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  :  — 

Scarlet  Fever  to  West  Mailing  Isolation  Hospital. 

Diphtheria  to  Maidstone  Rural  Isolation  Hospital. 

Other  Diseases  to  Dartford  (Bow  Arrow)  Isolation  Hospital. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Strood  Rural  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 


1939 
M.  F. 


1940 

M.  F. 


All  Causes  . 

91 

69 

129 

117 

I. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

_ 

_ 

I 

3. 

Measles  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3- 

Scarlet  fever 

■ 

— 

—  ■ 

,  . 

4. 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Influenza 

I 

I 

7 

I 

7- 

Encephalitis  lethargica . 

I 

— 

— 

8. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  . 

— 

— 

I 

— 

9- 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

I 

2 

5 

5 

10. 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

— 

3 

I 

II. 

Syphilis  . 

— 

— 

I 

12, 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane 
dorsalis 

tabes 

13. 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

15 

13 

7 

13 

14. 

Diabetes  ...  ..  ...  ... 

2 

— 

2 

I 

15. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

— 

6 

14 

1 1 

16. 

Heart  disease 

29 

15 

27 

30 

17. 

Aneurysm 

— 

— 

— 

18. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

9 

7 

2 

5 

19. 

Bronchitis 

3 

2 

9 

6 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

3 

I 

10 

4 

21. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

— 

4 

2 

22. 

Peptic  ulcer 

— 

— 

4 

I 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24. 

Appendicitis 

I 

2 

— 

— 

25- 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc.  ... 

I 

— 

— 

— ■ 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases  . 

4 

I 

3 

5 

28. 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  ... 

I 

— 

2 

2 

29. 

Puerperal  sepsis . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  puerperal  causes  ... 

• — 

— 

— 

I 

31- 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 
formations,  etc. 

mal- 

2 

2 

2 

32. 

Senility 

7 

5 

— 

— 

33- 

Suicide  ...  ...  . 

3 

— 

2 

I 

34- 

Other  violence 

5 

4 

8 

7 

35- 

36. 

Other  defined  diseases . 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

3 

5  ' 

^  20 

17 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above). 
Small-pox 

Poliomyelitis  ...  . 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis  . 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

.  — 

Deaths  of  Imfants  under  i  year : 

0  tal  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

3 

5 

3 

Legitimate 

•  • 

2 

3 

5 

3 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stillbirths  : 

t  cL  1  ...  ...  ...  ... 

•  «  • 

4 

3 

I 

7 

Legitimate 

•  »  • 

4 

3 

I 

7 

Illegitimate  . 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Supplies. 

In  view  of  recent  events  it  was  decided  to  make  monthly 
bacteriological  examinations  of  all  water  supplies. 

I  append  a  detailed  list  of  the  results  obtained.  The  informa¬ 
tion  has*  been  gathered  from  various  sources. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply. 

For  the  most  part  the  milk  consumed  is  produced  in  the 
District,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt,  its  purity  and  whole¬ 
someness.  There  are  53  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  District,  all 
of  which  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  where  necessary, 
instructions  given  as  to  the  necessity  of  cleanliness,  personal  and 
otherwise,  and  also  as  to  cleansing  of  utensils,  cattle  sheds,  &c. 


Grade  ‘‘  A  ”  (Accredited)  Milk  Scheme. 

Notification  has  been  received  from  the  Kent  County  Council, 
that  the  following  had  been  licensed  for  the  production  of  Grade 
“A”  (^Accredited)  Milk,  within  this  Council’s  area. 

Mr.  C.  Batchelor,  Rye  Street  Farm,  Cliffe. 

Mr.  B.  Osenton,  Solomon’s  Farm,  High  Halstow 
(Tuberculin  Tested). 

Messrs.  J.  Tickell,  Lomer  Farm,  Meopham. 

Mr.  S.  Osenton,  Forrriby  Farm,  Hailing. 

Mr.  G.  Osenton,  Mill  Farm,  Hoo. 

Mrs.  W.  Baker,  Thong  House  Farm,  Shorne. 

Messrs.  W.  Filmer  &  Son,  Courtsole  Farm,  Cliffe. 

Mr.  S.  Osenton,  Dalham  Farm,  High  Halstow. 

Mr.  T.  Eddleston,Woodhill  Farm,  Meopham. 

Mr.  C.  Barton,  Ashmere  Farm,  Meopham. 

Grade  “  A  ”  milk  is  required  to  contain  not  more  than  200,000 
organisms  per  cubic  centimetre  and  B.  Coli  should  be  absent  from 
Too  of  a  cubic  centimeter.  All  samples,  with  the  exception  of  7, 
conformed  with  the  Order. 


Private  Slaughter  Houses  in  use  in  the  District. 


In  1920. 

In  January, 

In  December, 

1926. 

1940. 

Registered 

2 

2 

Licensed 

6 

6 

2 

Total 

* 

8 

8 

2 

14 


Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration  Act),  1938. 


Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs,  etc.,  taken  within  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Area  of  the  Strood  Rural  District  Council,  for  the  year 
ending  December  3  1st,  1940:  — 


Article.  No.  of  Samples. 


Arrowroot  .  i 

Baking  Powder  .  2 

Brandy  .  i 

Butter  .  2 

Cocoa  .  2 

Coffee  .  2 

Cornflour  .  ■ — 

Cirelam  . . . . 

Flour  .  2 

Fruit  (Dried)  .  — 

Gin  .  2 

Ginger  (Ground)  .  — 

Jam  . 7 

Lard  and  Cooking  Fat  i 

Margarine  .  5 

Milk  (New)  .  61 

Milk  (Condensed)  .  — 

Mustard  .  i 

Pepper  .  — 

Peas  (Preserved)  .  — 

Rice  .  I 

Rum .  .  I 

Sago  .  — 

Suet  (Shredded)  .  — 

Sausage  .  3 

Sugar  .  — 

Tapioca  . 2 

Tea  .  I 


Whisky  .  5 

Boracic  Acid  Ointment  3 

Camphorated  Oil  .  — 

Castor  Oil  .  — 


Citric  Acid  .  i 

Cod  Liver  Oil  .  — 

Cinamon  (Ground)  ...  • — 

Iodine,  Tincture  of  ...  — 

Linseed  (Crushed)  ...  i 

Liquorice  Powder  .  — 

Mercury  Ointment  .  i 

Nitrous  Ether,  Spirit  of  2 

Olive  Oil  .  — 

Quinine,  Ammoniated 

Tincture  of  i 
Tartar,  Cream  of  .  — 


.15 

“Yeast  Vite”  Tablets  — 
Fish  Paste  .  — 


Fatal  Number  of  Samples  ...  1 12 


Proceedings  arising  out  of  adulterated,  etc.,  samples:  i. 

General  grocer  fined  los.,  with  £1  is.  costs,  for  selling  Spirits  of 
Nitrous  Ether  found  on  analysis  to  be  74.4%  deficient  in 
Ethyl  Nitrite. 

W.  R.  BREED, 

Inspector  and  Sampling  Officer. 


Particulars  of  samples  taken  in  the  Parishes  of  Meopham, 
Cobham  and  Luddesdown  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1940:  — 

Article.  No.  of  Samples. 


Milk  .  15 

Trex,  cooking  fat  .  i 

Lemon  Cheese  .  i 

Cheese  .  i 

Cream  .  i 

Vinegar  .  i 

Lard  .  i 

Bloater  Paste  .  i 

Gin  .  I 

Margarine  .  3 

Tea  .  2 

Tinct.  of  Quinine  .  i 

Dripping  .  i 

Ground  Almonds  .  i 

Coffee  .  I 

Pearl  Barley  .  i 

Blackcurrant  Jam  .  i 


Total  ...  34 

One  milk  retailer  was  cautioned  in  respect  of  a  sample  of  milk 
which  was  deficient  in  fat,  and  this  trader  was  later  prosecuted 
in  respect  of  a  further  sample  which  proved  to  be  deficient  in  fat 
to  the  extent  of  at  least  25%.  A  fine  of  three  pounds  was  inflicted 
and  costs  of  two  guineas  were  allowed. 


W.  A.  ELiKINGTON,  County  Inspector. 


Samples  itakein  by  the  County  Sampling  Officer  within  the 
Parishes  of  Cuxton  and  Hailing  during  the  year  ended  31st 


December,  1 940  :  — 

Article.  No.  of  Samples. 

Borax  .  i 

Ghocolate  Roll  .  i 

Cod  Liver  Oil .  i 

Coo  king  Fiat  .  i 

Ground  Giuger  , .  i 

Ground  Rice  .  i 

Margarine  . . , .  i 

New  Milk  . .  5 

Peas  .  3 

Rice  .  I 

Sausages  .  i 

Self  Raising  Flour  .  i 


Total  ...  18 

All  samples  genuine  with  the  exception  of  i  New  Milk. 

New  Milk. — ^19.3%  deficient  in  fat. 

Fined  £'^  3s.  and  £2  2s.  costs. 


W.  E.  ALLEN,  Chief  Inspector. 
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THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP 
ACT,  1901,  AND  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


.  Premises. 

Number  of 

(1) 

Inspect¬ 

ions. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

100 

•  •  • 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (including 
works  of  building  and  engineering  con¬ 
struction  but  not  including  outworkers’ 
Premises) . 

.  •  • 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

•••  ••• 

100 

Nil 

Nil 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


No.  of  Defects. 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  cf 
which  Pro- 
secutiong 
were  inst’d 

(5) 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied. 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.  1) . 

20 

20 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Overcrowding  (S.  2)  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.  3) 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • » 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4) 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6) 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  t  • 

•  •  • 

Sanitary 

insufficient 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

Conveniences  ■ 

unsuitable  or  defective 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

(S.  7) 

,not  separate  for  sexes 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Other  Offences  . 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to 
Home  Work  or  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories  Act, 
1937). 

•  ■  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

g  •  • 

HTot^l  •••  •••  ••• 

20 

20 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I  would  like  to  put  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  able  assist¬ 
ance  I  have  received  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Public  Healtl 
Surveyor  and  other  members  of  the  Public  Health  Staff. 

M.  F.  McDonnell, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


J8 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 
Strood. 

September ,  i94-i- 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  1940. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Strood  Rural  District  Council. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  Decemiber,  1940,  ^n  respect  of  my  duties  as 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Inspection  Officer  under  the  Housing  Acts, 
Inspector  of  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Factories  and  Workshops,  Meat 
and  Food  Inspector  and  Petroleum  Inspector. 


Nuisance  Inspections. 

176  premises  were  inspected  under  the  P.H.  Acts.  Where 
nuisances  or  defects  were  found  to  exist,  notices  were  served  to 
remedy  such  defects.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  issue  during 
the  year  Statutory  Notices  in  respect  of  premises.  Reinspections 
followed  and  frequent  visits  made  whilst  the  work  was  in  progress. 

As  the  result  of  such  inspections  improvements  of  various  kinds 
were  effected  on  premises  in  the  District  during  the  year. 


Nuisances  Abated. 

Water  Closets  : 

New  L.C.C.  pans  and  traps  fitted  ...  ...  ...  6 

Water  closets  re-built  or  new  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  fittings  (cisterns,  etc)  repaired  or  provided  5 
Seats,  doors,  floors,  brickwork  repaired  ...  ...  8 

Cesspools  or  Septic  Tanks  : 

New  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Emptied  (not  by  local  authority)  ...  ...  ...  17 

Yards : 

Drained  and  paved  with  cement  concrete  ...  ...  6 


Sinks  and  Baths  : 

Sinks  fixed  .  6 

Waste  pipes  provided  and  fixed  ...  ...  ...  4 

Drainage  : 

Repaired  .  5 

Cleared  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  13 

Inspection  chamber  covers  and  frames  provided  ...  10 

Vent  shafts  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  drains  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dampness  : 

Roofs  repaired  and,  made  watertight  ...  ...  28 

Eaves,  guttering  and  down  pipes  provided  or 

repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

External  walls  protected  from  dampness  ...  ...  27 

General : 

Chimneys  and  chimney  stacks  rebuilt  or  repaired  2 

Cooking  ranges  and  coppers  provided  or  repaired  1 1 

Eloors,  new  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sashes,  doors,  frames  and  stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ii 

Eilthy  houses  cleansed  by  tenants  ...  ...  ...  5 

Rooms,  Wialls  and  ceilings  repaired  and  cleansed  32 
Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

1 01  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

and  Milkshops  in  the  District,  and  with  few  exceptions,  the 
premises  were  found  to  be  in  a  clean  condition. 

The  following  gives  the  number  of  Cowkeepers,  Dairymen, 
etc.,  on  the  Registers : —  ■  - 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  in  the  District  ...  46 

Number  of  Dairymen  and  Retailers  (not 

Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

27  samples  of  mixed  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Bacteriologi¬ 
cal  Department,  Maidstone,  under  the  Grade  “A”  (Accredited) 
Milk  Scheme,  and  with  the  exception  of  7  samples  all  samples 
complied  with  the  prescribed  conditions. 

Four  samples  were  also  submitted  for  Tuberculosis.  Three 
samples  proved  to  be  free  from  tubercle  bacilli,  but  the  other  was 
positive.  As  a  result  the  County  Veterinary  Inspector  examined 
9  cows  at  the  farm,  two  were  found  to  be  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  were  slaughtered. 


Food  Inspection. 

189  visits  were  made  by  your  Inspector  to  various  premises 
associated  with  the  sale  or  preparation  of  food,  and  the  following 
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is  a  list  of  food  condemned,  the  totial 
7  lbs. 

I  hind  quarter  of  beef 
154  lbs.  of  beef 
16  lbs.  of  beef 
256  lbs.  of  mutton 
,  32  lbs.  of  mutton 

12  lbs.  of  mutton 
:  2  carcases  of  lambs 

1  lamb 

2  plucks 
5  plucks 

80  lbs.  of  pork 
21  lbs.  of  pork 
I  liver  and  pluck 
24  lbs.  of  veal 
14  lbs  of  ham 
21 J  lbs.  of  bacon 
23^  lbs.  of  butter 
24  lbs.  of  Margarine 


weight  being  8  cwt.  3  qrs. 

Heated 

Fevered 

Bruised 

Mutilated 

Fevered 

Pneumonia 

Emaciated 

Pleurisy 

Pneumonia 

Mutilated 

Abscess 

Fevered 

Inflammation 

Tuberculosis 

Bone  Taint 

Mould 

Mould 

Rancid 


Summary  of  Inspections  and  Visits. 

General  Housing  Inspections  and  re-inspections 


(Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  g2 

Primary  Inspections  of  Dwellings  (P.H.A.)  ...  ,176 

Re-inspections  after  service  of  notices  and  visits 

during  progress  of  work  ...  ...  ...  18 1 

Inspections  under  Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  54 

Inspection  of  Rubbish  Dumps  ...  ...  ...  5 

Inspection  of  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  87 

Inspection  of  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  10 1 

Visits  to  Factories,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Visits  re  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  ...  ...  12 

Visits  to  Slaughter-houses  and  Butcher  Shops  ...  134 

Visits  to  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Visits  re  Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries  ...  ...  ...  53 

Miscellaneous  Visits  (Interviewing  Builders, 

Owners,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  574 


1,635 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  Dr.  M.  F. 
McDonnell,  and  other  Offlcers  of  the  Council  for  their  kind  assist¬ 
ance  to  me,  and  also  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Strood 
Rural  District  Council  for  the  kind  consideration  they  have 
shown  me. 

I  am.  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  E.  R.  SOUTH, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


